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Introduction to Dependent Forums 
 
Put a full message forum on your website! 
 
When you use Dependent Forums, your 
visitors can register to become a member of 
your forum to join in on the discussions w
your forum topics. They can post photos 
inserting HTML code in their messages l
to photos from other websites, each use
choose an avatar image to assign to their 
profile so when posting messages a spec
avatar image will be next to their messages, 
for the owner of the forum, the system is 
setup to be user friendly to quickly be able
go in and change the colors of the forum
upload new icons and avatars, as well as 
maintaining the system’s users, security 
categories, topics, and postings. 
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asy To Setup: 

• Easy to implement 
ry on your windows based hosting account and start using. 

sy to backup. 

System Requirements: 

• Windows 2003 Server, IIS 5.0, ASP Enabled with the directory set to Read/Write access. 

dows based 

 
 
 
 
 
E
 

• Drop the DF directo
• Pure ASP Source code so you can redesign the forum to the way you want. 
• The system is run off of an MS Access Database, so it’s very portable and ea
 

 

• Requires CDO Protocol Enabled for Admin email notifications (Optional). 
• Please Read: This forum software cannot be hosted on Linux or non-win

hosting servers, if you need a windows hosting account please Click Here! 
 

et the most out of your website today! Start using Dependent Forums for your website! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G
 
 
 

https://www.brainscanmedia.com/webhosting.asp
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Installing & Setting Up Dependent Forums 
 
 
This area will guide you step by step on installing your forum and setting it up. 
 

Installing Dependent Forums 
 
 

• Step 1:  Move the DF folder with all files inside to your hosting account using a normal 
FTP program. 
 

• Step 2: open up your web browser and go to www.yourname.com/DF to launch the 
forum. 
 
Once the forum loads up enter in: 
 
Username: admin 
Password: admin 
 
You will notice a new menu option appears 
 

 
 
 

• Step 3: Click on Admin to enter in the forums admin area where you will be able to edit 
the forum to your own. 
 
Security Notice: Make sure you also click on Profile while you are logged in as admin and 
change the password. Do not leave the password as the default or then anyone can get in 
to your forum and make a real mess. 
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• Step 4: Once you enter the admin area you will see many menu options. Here is where 

you can update everything the form has to offer. 
 

 
 

• Step 5: First we will start by editing the global information! Click on Global Settings to 
enter the area. 

 
 
Forum Information 

 
Forum Title 
From here you will update the Forum Title to your own forum name, 
Example: Robs Game Talk! 
 
Welcome Text - The Welcome text which is the text everyone will see 
when they load up your forum. You can say Welcome or any slogan you 
like. 

 
Forum Width Size 

 
Forum Width – This is the size of the forum, by default it is set to 777 
width, or you can change it to 100% to stretch across the screen. 
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Link to a Main Website on Forum Nav (Ex: My Website) 
 
Home / Main URL Name – This area is where you can enter a name or 
your website so when visitors are done with your forum they can click on 
this button name to go back to your normal website. By entering text here a 
new menu option will appear in from of home that can be the link to your 
website. 
 
Home / Main URL Address – This is where you will put the full web URL 
to assign to the name above. When the name listed above is clicked on it 
will take the visitor to the URL you list in this area. 
 

POP3 Mail Information 
 

Default Email Address – Enter in your email address so when the forum 
sends emails it will list that the email is from this address. 
 
POP3 Mail Server – Enter your POP3 Mail Server address here so the 
forum can connect to send out emails using CDO. 
 
POP3 Mail User Name – User name of your POP3 Account, most of the 
times it’s your full email address. 
 
POP3 Mail Password – Password to your POP3 account so the forum has 
access to send the emails. 
 
Notify Me Of New Postings – Select Yes to be notified of all new postings. 
An email will be sent with a direct link to the posting. 
 
Notify Me Of New Members – Select Yes if you would like to receive an 
email of all new users who join your forum. 
 
Auto Accept All New Members – Select Yes is you want to allow all new 
registrants to be able to post to your forum once registration is complete. If 
you select No then you will be required to enable their account with a 
special security setting after they have joined. 
 
Notify Email Address – This will be the email address where all your email 
notifications will go to. 

 
Images 

 
Header Image – Here is where you can enter the name of your header 
image. You can easily upload a new header image to your DF/images 
directory then enter the file name in this area. From then on your new 
header image will appear on every page. 
 
Category Image – This is the image that will appear on the main page 
where the category name is listed. This image is 161x34 Pixels and you can 
upload your own image and point to that image from this area. 
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Body Background Image – This is where you can point the entire forum 
background to load up your own background image. 
 
Menu Navigation Image Color – This dropdown is set with a number of 
pre-made colored menu bars. If you have a red, blue, yellow tone to your 
forum you can select the color here so your menu matches your color 
theme. 

 
Forum Style & Colors 

 
Here is where you will set the color for every area on the forum, from table 
color to font colors. If you’re not sure what color to use you can click on the 
View Color Chart to see the sample colors. 

 

 
 

 
• Step 6: The next step will be to edit your Rules, Faq, and Contact Us page. 
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Once you have done this we can go on to Step 7. There is also no need to enter in html 
<br> tags for line breaks, the system converts line breaks automatically in the 
background. 
 

• Step 7: Forums Management 
 
Now we need to setup your actual Topic Categories and Topics. Let’s start by clicking on 
Forum Categories! 

 

 
 
You will see two categories are already setup. You can click Add New to add a new 
Category to your forum, please keep in mind that if you delete a category all topics and 
messages linked to the category will be removed. Ok let’s click on Add New! 
 

 
 

You will notice an area where you can type in your new category name. Once done, click 
the green arrow to add this new category to your forum. 
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• Step 8: Next we will need to create the topics for these categories, so let’s click on Forum 

Topics! You will notice some default topics from our forum, you can delete them and add 
your own. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
As you will see its setup just like the categories area, except this allows you to create the 
actual forum areas to post messages to. In this area you also have the option to set the 
security for each topic, lets take a look, Click Add New! 
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As you will see you have a few options to set. First you will choose the category this topic 
will appear under by selecting the category from the first dropdown list. Next you will type 
in the name of the Topic, example: Game Talk Central or Game Cheats. You can then add 
a description to appear under the topic, example: Where you can post all your game 
cheats and strategies. After that you can set the security. Open Forum is set so anyone 
can post to the topic, Read only is so only the Moderator or Admin so to speak can post 
news and info without having others post to your topic. Next is Members only. This option 
is so you can set the Topic to be accessible by a special security setting like Members or 
one of your own Security options that you can set in the Manage Users area. The 
Password required option is if you just want to be prompted for a password in order to 
enter in this area to post. Filly the last security option is No Access. This is if you want to 
keep the topic in the forum but have it closed so no one can enter it except the Moderator. 
 
Now that we have gone through the basic Installation & Setup we can go on to the rest of 
the Admin options that are available. 
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Exploring the Rest of the Administration Area 
 

Resetting Your Global Settings 
If you need to reset your forum Global Settings to the Default settings just click the Reset Global Settings 
option for everything to revert back to pre-installed global setting.  
 

Compress/Repair DB 
If you do a lot of deleting or your user base is pretty big and you notice the forum is running a little slow, 
you can click this option to compress and removed any past deleted topics and messages from the system. 
This will then make things run faster.  
 

Backup Database 
If you want to do a daily backup of your forum database you can click this option to download your entire 
database to your computer. This is another reason we love using access for this type of thing, it’s very easy 
to backup. 
 

Users: Manage Security 
If you want to setup your own special security for topics this is the place to do it. 
 

 
 

By default the security area already has four groups setup. You will be able to add your own security groups 
to assign to members or use the basic that are included. You will be able to edit the members group but will 
not be able to edit or delete Moderator, Guest, and Inactive since these groups are required to make the 
forum work correctly. If you want to ban a member from posting with their account, just set them to 
inactive in the Manage Users area. 
 

Users: Manage Users 
If you want to change a user’s security or remove their account all together, then this is the area in which 
this can be done. Deleting a user will not delete their past postings, as long as you are signed in as 
Moderator, you will be able to go through the forum and delete the postings. 
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Avatars: Manage Avatars 
Avatars are small pictures that appear next to or underneath your members' names on their posts etc. 
Using the Avatar Manager, you can pre-define groups of avatars from which your members can choose one 
as their own avatar.  If you want to upload or delete avatars in your system you have a very simple 
interface to complete this task. 
 

 
 

You can also view by images 
 

 
 

Uploading and deleting is also very simple just by selecting the options. 
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Post Icons: Manage Icons 
If you want to upload or delete posting icons in your system you have a very simple interface to complete 
this task. 
 

 
 

You can also view by images 
 

 
 

So these are the other options available in the forum administration. 
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Database Security 
A step-by-step guide to protecting your database… 
 
With your forum come's people who would try to abuse your forum. We will walk you through on 
setting up your database to be secured. 
 
Password Protecting Your Database! 
 
Start MS Access, then choose File / Open and select the db/df.mdb. From there before hitting open choose 
the arrow next to the open button and choose Open Exclusive. 

 

 
 
The df.mdb will be open in Exclusive Mode to allow you to set a password. From there, click on Tools / 
Security / Set Database Password and enter your new password. 
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Once you set your password you must also put the new password in the forum INI files. To do this go to 
your DF directory and using notepad open up the _ini.asp and the _ini_default.asp files.  From there you will 
enter in the new database password on this line: 
 
Const DB_PASSWORD = "your password here" 
 
Save the files and re-upload them to your online forum in the DF directory. Also do not forget to re-upload 
your database to the DF/db directory now that a password is set to it. Now if anyone tries’s to download 
your database it will require a password to open it. 
 
Secure Your Database By Moving It To A New Location! 
 
Some of you may also want to move the database to a new directory or an outside directory from your root 
directory. Example: Let’s say you upload all your files to a wwwroot directory but outside that directory your 
hosting company has a directory called db! This is where you can store your database so no one can 
download it and only the ASP scripts has access to this outside directory on the server side. 
 
In order for us to do this we need to move the database df.mdb to its new location. Now open up the 
_ini.asp and the _ini_default.asp files and edit the DBLocation = "db/df.mdb" string to the new location. 
 
In most cases if you have it setup outside your root directory it would look something like this 
 
DBLocation = "../db/df.mdb" 
 
You can also rename the database too for extra security. but make sure to update the two ini files with this 
change. 
 
 

Trouble Shooting the Dependent Forums 
 
If you happen to come across some issues while using Dependent Forums, please read this area 
before contacting technical support. 
 
 
Trouble Shooting Images & Email Settings 
 
Question: Some of the avatar images or icon images come up and I get an X where they are supposed to 
be shown! 
 
Answer: Make sure that the image formats are GIF, JPG, or BMP formats.  
 
Question: I do not get any email notifications when new members or topics are posted. 
 
Answer 1: Make sure you have setup the Mail Server Address, User Name, & Password correctly. Also make 
sure that your hosting company allows you to send CDO email messages from ASP scripts. CDO messages 
sends mail using a basic SMTP setting that logs directly into a POP3 account to send the email. If you get an 
error saying trouble connecting to mail server, then you will need to make sure your mail account settings 
are setup correctly. 
 
Answer 2: Another instance is if you just switched your domain to a new hosting account, it takes up to 24 
hours for your DNS information to propagate throughout the entire Net.  
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Trouble Shooting the Database 
 
Question: When I try to post a new topic or update the system from the administration on the Dependent 
Forums, I get this error: 
  
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for ODBC Drivers error '80004005'  
[Microsoft][ODBC Microsoft Access Driver] Cannot update. Database or object is read-only.  
 
Answer: You are getting this error because the forum software is trying to write to the database to either 
save or update information from the admin or posting new messages and topics and has detected that the 
database file is set to read only. To solve this issue have your web hosting company or you login to your 
hosting control panel that some hosting companies give access to and enable the entire directory to Read & 
Write status, or just that file if you prefer. Most times by default the hosting companies has the directory 
where your website is held is set to read only, but to do simple tasks like write to an access database or 
even update a text file that acts as your website counter, you will need to have the files or the entire 
directory set to Read / Write status instead of read only. Its best to set the entire directory incase later you 
update a file or move things around you will not need to enable the Write status for every file each time you 
update it.  
 
Question: When I run the Dependent Forums I get this error: 
  
Provider error '80004005' Unspecified error. 
 
Answer: You are getting this error because the forum software is having problems connecting to the 
database. This can be one of two things! You may have set a password to your database and the password 
in the Dependent Forums INI files does not match. If this is not the case open up the access database and 
make sure it is not corrupted. Sometimes if a server is configured wrong or moving files around while users 
are using the system it can mess up your database when writing to it. This is a rare occurrence, but it does 
happen with those hosting companies that are constantly moving files around on their customers.  
There was one instance where someone setup their FTP software to send as ASCII Format instead of Binary 
to upload the database and website content, and it messed up everything. The database was corrupted from 
the ASCII upload. So when the forum tried to save data to the database, it would not connect due to this 
reason. 
 
Question: When I run the Dependent Forums I get the following error: 
  
[Microsoft][ODBC Microsoft Access Driver]General error Unable to open registry key 'Temporary (volatile) 
Jet DSN for process 0x2364 Thread 0x6b80 DBC 0x1bba984 Jet'.  
 
Answer: This error is due to the database’ registry key. In some instances if a server has crashed or an 
error accrued when the database is doing some tasks the key may be erased. No worries since it’s only the 
indexing key assigned to the Auto Numbering field that puts in the Auto number for the Record being 
created. No data is lost from this. If you do run into this problem which is very rare, you can do one of two 
things. One, you can backup the original database with all the postings to a backup directory and upload the 
original database that came with the Dependent Forums package, this will take care of the issue. Two, you 
can repair the original database by opening the database and creating a new table, for demo purposes we 
will show you an repair on a store database, lets call it _orders1 and open the original table _orders and 
click to view it in design mode. From there copy all the field names and past it in the design view of the 
_orders1 table. Once the fields are matched you can now copy all the records from the original _orders table 
and past it in the new _orders1 table. Now all your records have been put in with a working registry key. 
From there you can delete the original _orders table and rename the new table _orders1 to _orders. Before 
closing the database completely, we will need to clean and compress the database by clicking on Tools / 
Database Utilities / Compact and Repair Database. This will repair your database and remove the deleted 
table and data from the database and compress the database to run faster. Again we are showing you this 
technique using a store database with the forum database some area use the auto numbering field to link to 
certain messages so if you redo the numbering it may lose its connection with some messages or mix them 
up. So make sure you know how to repair access databases before trying this. We would just recommend 
you backup your database daily incase you need to replace t with your backup. 
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Upgrading Dependent Forums 
 
From time to time it will be necessary to upgrade your Dependent Forums installation to the 
latest version, either to gain new features or to fix newly discovered bugs in ASP, MS Access or 
Dependent Forums itself. 
 
When upgrading to a new version all you will need to do is overwrite the outdated files in the DF 
directory with the new files released. Most of the updates will not need to touch your database 
file. But we strongly recommend that you back up your database prior to any upgrade. 
 
 

Setting Up CDO on Your Server 
 
As far as setting up CDO on your Windows 2003 server, there is really no setup necessary since it’s installed 
automatically on Windows 2003 Server when you install the IIS application. If you do get errors open up IIS 
and right-click on the site and choose permissions. From there you can allow what needs to be allowed to 
run your site properly. From there your set and your forum will use CDO to send out the emails. 
 
 

Dependent Forums EULA 
 
EULA – End User License Agreement 
 
You should carefully read the following terms and conditions before using our products. 
Your purchase or use of our products implies that you have read and accepted these terms and conditions. 
 
IMPORTANT - READ CAREFULLY: 
 
This End-user License Agreement ("EULA") is a legal agreement between you (either an individual or a 
single entity) and BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. for one (1) license to use BrainScanMedia.com, Inc.'s SOURCE 
CODE PRODUCT. BrainScanMedia.com, Inc.'s SOURCE CODE PRODUCT includes source codes, all enclosed 
files, and electronic documentation ("SOURCE CODE PRODUCT" or "SOURCE CODE"). By installing, copying, 
or otherwise using the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, you agree to be bound by the terms of this EULA.  
 
This software is retail and was purchased from BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. You are hereby granted the right 
to freely use this software as long as the copyright notice remains in place within the SOURCE CODE 
PRODUCT. The SOURCE CODE PRODUCT has a one (1) License Limit for its use and may not be used on 
more then one website. This SOURCE CODE PRODUCT may not be distributed or post to websites for free 
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download or re-selling. If you have this script and downloaded it from another site other then 
BrainScanMedia.com, please notify us immediately at abuse@brainscanmedia.com. 
 
SOURCE CODE PRODUCT LICENSE 
 
The SOURCE CODE PRODUCT is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties, as well as 
other intellectual property laws and treaties. The SOURCE CODE PRODUCT is licensed, not sold. You may 
not claim intellectual or exclusive ownership of the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, modified or unmodified. You 
have purchased one (1) license copy of this SOURCE CODE PRODUCT. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
All title and copyrights in and to the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT (including but not limited to any images, 
photographs, animations, video, audio, music, and text incorporated into the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT), and 
any copies of the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT are owned by BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. The SOFTWARE 
PRODUCT is protected by copyright laws and international treaty provisions. 
 
ONE LICENSE REQUIRED PER DEVELOPER & WEBSITE 
 
Use of SOURCE CODE PRODUCT requires one (1) license per developer and website. Licenses are non-
transferable between developers or websites. For instance, if a company has two developers that will use 
the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, then that company requires two licenses. If the company has two websites 
that will feature the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, then will require two licenses. This is the case even if the 
developers will not be working with the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT at the same time or a project is 
transferred from one developer to another. 
 
NONTRANSFERABLE LICENSE 
 
You may not sub-license, assign, or transfer this license to anyone else without purchasing additional 
licenses from BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. 
 
MODIFICATIONS 
 
You are permitted to customize the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT according to your needs, and make 
modifications to change the look as long as you are aware of the following: 
 

• If you modify the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, and have functionality issues, BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. 
will not give tech support for the re-written SOURCE CODE PRODUCT. Since the SOURCE CODE 
PRODUCT was designed to work in its original release form.  

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

1. BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. grants you, the licensed developer, the right to use the SOURCE CODE 
PRODUCT, customize it according to your needs, and use the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT for one (1) 
website, either for you or your customer without any royalty whatsoever, provided that: 
 
- You may not place the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, modified or unmodified, on a diskette, CD, 
  website or any other medium and offer them for redistribution or resale in a fashion that would 
  violate this license and copyright. 
 
- You do not distribute the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT, in whole or in part, in any form to other  
  developers or customers without buying additional licenses. 
 
- You do not permit (either by explicit or implicit means) further distribution of the 
BrainScanMedia.com, Inc.'s SOURCE CODE PRODUCT by your end users. 
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2. As a result of point 1. If you add some features into the SOURCE CODE and sell it as "upgraded 
product", it is not allowed, since, in essence, the product offers the same purpose, and it may 
actually compete with our SOURCE CODE PRODUCT. Also, migrating the SOURCE CODE to another 
server platform or translating the SOURCE CODE to use other languages can not be considered as 
a substantial addition to the SOURCE CODE itself and will be a (c) violation. You must include the 
SOURCE CODE to your product / project only as a supporting function / add-on facility, and it is not 
the main / core functionality of BrainScanMedia.com, Inc.'s SOURCE CODE that your product offers. 
 

3.  As a result of point 1, you do not redistribute BrainScanMedia.com, Inc.'s SOURCE CODE in an 
Open Source project/application. 
 

4.  A single license provides one (1) distribution of a single application that uses BrainScanMedia.com, 
Inc.'s SOURCE CODE functionality. Additional licenses must be purchased for distribution of any 
additional applications. 

 
UPGRADES 
 
If the SOURCE CODE PRODUCT is an upgrade from another product, you may use that upgraded product 
only in accordance with this EULA.  
 
TERMINATION 
 
Without prejudice to any other rights, BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. may terminate this EULA if you fail to 
comply with the terms and conditions of this EULA. In such event, you must destroy all copies of the 
SOURCE CODE PRODUCT and all of its component parts.  
  
LIMITED WARRANTY 
 
Although BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. has tested this SOURCE CODE and reviewed the documentation, 
BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. makes no warranty or representation, either expressed or implied, with respect to 
this SOURCE CODE, its quality, performance, merchantability, or fitness for a particular purpose. As a result, 
this SOURCE CODE is licensed AS-IS, and you are assuming the entire risk as to its quality and 
performance. 
 
BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. shall not be liable for any claim or right to recover damages, including, but not 
limited to, loss of profit, data, or use of the SOURCE CODE or special, incidental, or consequential damages, 
or other similar claims, even if BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. has been specifically advised of the possibility of 
such damages. 
 
 
BrainScanMedia.com, Inc. 
11 Boyce Ave 
Staten Island, NY 10306 
www.brainscanmedia.com 
 

http://www.brainscanmedia.com/
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